For the Falling Man 

I see you again and again
tumbling out of the sky,
in your slate-grey suit and pressed white shirt.
At first I thought you were debris
from the explosion, maybe gray plaster wall
or fuselage but then I realized 
that people were leaping.
I know who you are, I know 
there's more to you than just this image
on the news, this ragdoll plummeting—
I know you were someone's lover, husband, 
daddy. Last night you read stories
to your children, tucked them in, then curled into sleep
next to your wife. Perhaps there was small
sleepy talk of the future. Then,
before your morning coffee had cooled
you'd come to this; a choice between fire 
or falling.
How feeble these words, billowing
in this aftermath, how ineffectual
this utterance of sorrow. We can see plainly 
it's hopeless, even as the words trail from our mouths
—but we can't help ourselves—how I wish
we could trade them for something
that could really have caught you.
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An everything changed

- Read Psalm 46

“Our Iceberg is Melting”

Philippians 3:12-4:1

Introduction

Tell story from Kotter Book.
“Once upon a time a colony of penguins was living in the frozen Antarctic on an iceberg near what we call today Cape Washington.  The iceberg had been there for many, many years.  It was surrounded by a sea rich in food.  On its surface were huge walls of eternal snow that gave penguins shelter from dreadful winter storms.”
The iceberg had been their home as long as they could remember.
286 penguins lived on the colony, one was named Fred.

· Much like the other penguins

· Different

· Unusually observant & curious

· Carried a briefcase.

· Came to understand something – the iceberg was melting.

· Slowly, subtly, under the water large cracks & fissures were opening up

· When winter hit and the water froze, the water would expand and the iceberg would explode.

· The best minds on the colony began to work on the problem.

· Make superglue out of killer whale blubber

· Find a perfect iceberg – one that is immune to melting

· Make a net out of seaweed to hold it together

· Push the iceberg slowly into colder water
· Through the advice of a seagull, an idea for a whole new way of life dawned on them.

· They could move from iceberg to iceberg as needed

· They could send scouts to find suitable places

· They would be able to move before the winter storms got too bad

· They would become nomads

· But, they had to present the idea to the colony

· “Fellow penguins, as we meet this challenge – and we definitely will – it is more important than ever to remember who we really are.”

· Tell me, are we penguins who deeply respect on another?

· Yes

· And do we strongly value discipline?
· Yes

· And do we have a strong sense of responsibility too?
· Yes

· Above all, do we stand for brotherhood and the love of our young?

· A loud “Yes”

· And tell me … are these beliefs and shared values linked to a large piece of ice?
· The iceberg is not who we are.  It is only where we now live.  We are not chained to this piece of ice.  We can leave it behind us.  Let it melt to the size of a fish.  Let it break into one thousand pieces.  We will find other places to live that are safer.  When necessary, we will move again.  We will prevail!

The church’s iceberg is melting as well

Urgency

- Young People Leaving 

Seventy percent of Protestants age 18 to 30 drop out of church before age 23 and give multiple reasons for their departure. 

Why they leave

• Wanted a break from church: 27%

• Found church members judgmental or hypocritical: 26%

• Tied up with work: 23%

• Moved too far away from home church: 22%

• Too busy: 22% 

• Felt disconnected to people at church: 20% 

Out of the 70% who leave, only 35% (of that 70%) come back.

(so, out of 100, 30 are left, and another 24 return – still loose 46% people)

Just over half (51%) of Protestant young people surveyed (both the church dropouts and those who stayed on in church after age 22) saw church members as "caring" or had other positive descriptions, such as "welcoming" (48%) or "authentic" (42%). 

Churches Dying 

Win Arn, ‘Between 80 & 85% of all churches in America are either plateaued or declining.”


· "...the number of Protestants soon will slip below 50 percent of the nation's population." National Opinion Research Center's General Social Survey, 2004.
· The religiously unaffiliated vary from a low of 3% in North Dakota to 25% in Washington State. 
· "The six states with the highest percentage of people saying they have no religion are all Western states, with the exception of Vermont at 22%
· Presbyterians have declined 33%, Southern Baptist by 20%

Example – 4th Corner in Bellingham

Those things tell us that the iceberg is melting!

Text:

The Christian life is all about Change.

- God begins the change.

- Once we are changed – we become God-Appointed Change Agents.

Simple outline

1.  Change happens b/c of God

2.  Once We Are Changed, We Become Change-Agents

With a middle side-point about the fact that we often resist change.

1.  Change Happens Because of God (v.12-14)

v.12 -
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.

A.  It starts with God
Every other religion / self-help philosophy will tell you to take hold of it.

Only Christianity offers a God who takes hold of you.

B.  Christianity is an Adventure that Finds You

When Tim Keller was talking about this passage he used a great metaphor with a spot-on application.

.

- In all great stories, the adventure finds the hero … the hero isn’t out looking for an adventure.

For example – The Darling Family

· A quiet, Edwardian Family with respectable parents and obedient children

· They weren’t out looking for adventure

· But the nursery windows open and Peter Pan comes in chasing his shadow

· Soon he’s won their hearts, has taught them to fly, and leads them out the window to a whole new world of adventure.

Every Christian has had that experience.  

- The nursery windows were blown open

- Someone from another world came in

- He will win your heart

- He will teach you to fly

- He will take you into a new Kingdom of adventure and life
· This is an adventure!
· Every single Christian is participating in this quest

· Incredible

· Unbelievable

· Do you sense that?

· Or are you saying, “What are you talking about?  I’ve done this for years, reading my Bible, going to my small group, believing that Jesus is true.  This isn’t an adventure, what are you talking about?”

· I’m talk about something you are unacquainted with I guess.

· Followers of Jesus are CHANGED by God

· We are unleashed into a world that needs light

· In the beginning God hovered over the waters and shouted “Let there be light”

· He shouts that today … and the light comes from you – people who are changed by God.

· You, Christians, followers of Jesus

· Shine like stars in the Universe

· You hold out the Truth of Life 

· You’ve been changed, and only God can bring about this sort of Change.

C.  After Spiritual Changes Happen, God Leads to Other Changes in Our World

If that was the only change God did, we’d be okay.  We can all agree that we each should do whatever it takes to follow God’s leading and to give Him our hearts.

Unfortunately, God isn’t content to only win our hearts.

He wants to change our minds


Our culture


Our music


Our Sexuality


Our Money


Our way of having friendships


Our way of dealing with Conflict


Our EVERYTHING

The story of the Bible is not the story of God changing the lives of individuals.

The story of the Bible is the story of God changing the WORLD.

· The stone in Daniel that topples the statue and becomes a mountain.

· Peace / Shalom, in a cosmic sense

· Jews who break through racism and bring the Gospel to Gentiles

· Communities that learn to embrace slaves and free people as equal

· Affluent cultures that struggle to make sure that the rich are not given places of privilege over the poor

The story of the Bible is COSMIC REDEMPTION

Those are the changes God is leading.

· changes in you

· changes in your world
[TS] Once we’ve been changed, we become change agents.

But often, we resist God’s work – we fight against change.

2.  People Often Resist God’s Work (v.15-19)

Well intentioned people often loose focus and dig in against God’s work.

- The past is too powerful to let go of.

* Paul’s past (Phil 3:4b-6)

"If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless."

· Things that worked in the past might not work in the future.
· The penguins had to learn that they were not identified by their chunk of floating ice

· Many followers of Jesus have to learn that they are not identified by the trappings of religion

· Example – how many churches have split over musical tastes?
· Genevan Gigs?

· No harmony

· No organs

· No Drums
- The risks of Change are frightening

American Revolutionary War

"If ye love wealth better than liberty, the tranquility of servitude better than the animating contest of freedom, go home from us in peace. We ask not your counsels or arms. Crouch down and lick the hands, which feed you. May your chains set lightly upon you, and may posterity forget that ye were our countrymen." 

- Samuel Adams, speech at the Philadelphia 

State House, August 1, 1776
3.  Once We Are Changed, We Become Change-Agents (v.20-4:1)

How?
Vision of the Future (Citizenship in Heaven)

v.20 - But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ
Act on that Vision

What would it look like to bring heaven to earth?
ILL – Ukrainian Village

· Citizenship is in Eastern Europe

· Address is in Chicago

· Pirogues

· Language

· Events

If our citizenship is in Heaven, what can we do to unleash heaven here?

What would this look like?

ILL - First Missionary to China: Robert Morrison

· The first Protestant missionary set foot on Chinese soil on September 7, 1807. 
· Scottish Presbyterian

· Except for one furlough, he spent the next 27 years in China
· Baptized first Chinese Christian in 1814 (7 years later)

· Wrote in his journal, “May he be the first-fruits of a great harvest, one of millions who shall come and be saved on the day of wrath to come."
· 1949 (Communists took over) there were roughly 900,000 Protestants
· Today, there are 111 million Christians in China, roughly 90 percent Protestant and mostly Pentecostal. That would make China the third-largest Christian country on earth, following only the United States and Brazil
Missionaries to Seattle
· What language do we have to speak to reach these tribes?

· What symbols might they not understand?

· What symbols are essential? (cross)

· What is unchangeable/ what needs to change?
Conclusion: What do you have to loose?

The iceberg is melting.

God is bringing about change – in you and in your world.

Will you press on to take a hold of what Jesus has grabbed for you?

Or will you stand against the change?

From Mike Braux “Making Ripples”

Survey 95 year-olds “If they had to live over again, what would they do differently?”

1. If we had to live life all over again, first of all, we would reflect more.  We’d slow down, savor more sunsets, eat more ice-cream, and laugh more.  We would enjoy life more.  We would soak in special moments.  We wouldn’t work so fast and so feverishly.

2. We’d risk more.  We’d take more chances.  We would live life like it’s an adventure, where you can’t pick the fruit unless you’re out on a limb somewhere.  (from Mike Braux – like an old guy said to me one day, “Son, if you ain’t living on the edge, you’re taking up too much space.”)

3. If we had to do it all over again, we’d do something with our lives that would live on long after we’re dead and gone.”
.
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