REALationships #6 – REstore Galatians 6:1-5

Introduction

News Story- Trooper catches Mount Si students who shot daughter
· Wednesday in North Bend

· 2 15-year old girls walking home from school

· 4 boys in a Ford Explorer with Pellet Guns

· Chase the girls home, shooting at them

· Parked outside the house was the girl’s father

· State Trooper

· former Navy Seal
· Chased the boys down

· Caught them on a dead-end road

· Pulled his gun and took them into custody
1.  REALATIONSHIP

A.  State Trooper & Daughter

B.  We Have a Relationship of Love with Each Other

Gal 6:1 - “BROTHERS”
What is it about following Jesus that ties co-followers together as tightly as brothers and sisters?

· We’re not cousins in the Lord

· Not in-laws

· Brothers, sisters, closer than friends

· Not the Cain & Able sort of brotherhood

· David and Jonathan

· Band of Brothers

· 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne - Easy Company
· From boot camp through the Battle of the Bulge, all the way to Eagle’s Nest

· Relationships forged by a common purpose, a common goal, and common enemies

· Facing the war, you have to learn to stand together or not stand at all

· In the end, you aren’t fighting for your country or for freedom or anything abstract.  You are fighting for the man next to you.  It’s the relationships that make a company strong.

The word BROTHERS is powerful

· Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another (Ro 13:8)

· "I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me." (John 17:22-23, NIV) 

C. We Have a Relationship of Love with People Outside the Church

Our brotherhood is mostly within the context of the church.
But we also have a connection to people outside.

· Not the same sort of brotherhood

· More of a concern based out of love.

ILL- Chuck Marr 

· a few friends on motorcycles

· Now he sees road hazards in a different light
If there is a debt of love between Christians

The debt to non-Christians is different
· I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. (Ro 1:14-15). 
It Is Our Love that Makes Us Confront

Dietrich Bonheoffer
Nothing is so cruel as tenderness that consigns another to his sin.  Nothing can be more compassionate than the severe rebuke that calls a brother back from the path of sin.
2. AUTHORITY
A.  State Trooper

- Badge & Gun

- Training

- “to protect & serve” stenciled on the side of his car

B.  What Is Our Authority?
“You Who Are Spiritual”

· "You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise." (Galatians 3:26-29, NIV) 

· Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!  (1 Co 6:2-3). 

This DOESN’T Mean We Are Sinless First

Spiritual = filled with the Spirit

People on the road to maturity

Sometimes we’ll be confronting in situations where we have a hand in the mess.

Isn’t that a great way to be a role model of humility and grace?

ILL – Disciplining Tahlia

· I get grumpy too

· I was frustrated

· But you should still respect your Mama
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3.  TACTICS

A.  State Trooper

Many Options

ESCAPE RESPONSES

· Its out of my jurisdiction

· Called local police and stayed home

· Boys will be boys!

· Called everyone and told them what jerks those boys were

· All of these would be relational suicide with his daughter

ATTACK RESPONSES

· Get friends together and rough them up

· They were carrying guns …

· They drew first blood

To actually do the right thing and bring them in shows considerable restraint and maturity

B.  Us

Escape Responses

· Its not that bad (denial)

· Conflict avoidance

· Fear of the other person

· we keep escaping until the pain gets to be too bad

Illustration – Bear and his hips

· kept playing, running, fetching

· When the pain got too bad to treat, he became aggressive

ATTACK RESPONSES

· Go after someone’s reputation

· Stand in an angry circle, complaining

· Anonymous letters

· Mass e-mails

Mark Driscoll
We will either love confrontation, or we will love sin.
What are the right tactics?

GENTLY
Gentleness = a fruit of the spirit

An attitude of Friendship

tc \l3 "3 Secrets to the Skill of GentlenessIntercept; Introspect; Intercede

1)  Intercept

tc \l3 "1)  InterceptIn Jesus’ example, we see that he caught the knee-jerk reaction

(
He didn’t drive the Pharisees away with a whip

(
He didn’t turn on them and point out their sins.

Those options would have been okay, but Jesus Christ knew that there was a better way.

2) Introspect

tc \l3 "2) IntrospectWe need to look inside ourselves and ask ourselves why we want to respond in certain ways.

(
It takes effort, but we must throttle back our emotions and take a look at reality.

Jesus needed to introspect, and ask questions like:

(
What is driving these religious leaders?  What is their motivation?

(
What is this woman’s life like?

(
What sort of response can I give that will not only correct them, but steer them closer to my Father?

3) Intercede

tc \l3 "3) IntercedeLast, Jesus must have breathed a quick prayer and asked, “Father, what is the right response here?”

Intercept, Introspect, Intercede.
But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted
Tempted to deny
Tempted to attack

Tempted to cop-out and not do the Gospel thing.
4.  RESULTS

A.  Policeman

Goal was to see justice done, not to get even

B. What’s Our Goal in Correction?

To be right?

To win the argument?

To defend our rights?

No .. the goal is to RESTORE
Restore
καταρτίζετε  (from καταρτίζω )

· suitable” or “adapted” for something; b. “right,” “faultless,” “normal,” “meeting demands”
· ἄρτιος is used in sense b. to denote what is right or proper, and more particularly what is becoming to a Christian
· "that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy 3:17, ESV) 

· Competent = ἄρτιος
· Kata = Alongside of, through out, along
"to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ," (Eph 4:12, ESV) 

TO EQUIP = Same word as RESTORE

"Brothers [Relationship], 

if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual [Authority]

should gently [Tactics]

restore him [Results]

But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted." (Galatians 6:1, elaborated)
Conclusion

Let’s go back to North Bend and those four boys with pellet guns.
If they knew then what they know now…do you think they still would have done it?

If they knew that these girls had a father that loved them deeply and was committed to their long-term well-being, do you think they would have attacked?

If they knew about the Father’s authority, a state trooper in his squad car, do you thinkj they would have attacked?

If they knew about the father’s tactics

Do you still think they would have done it?
Now, think of a conflict you have.

What is your relationship?

What is your authority?

What should be your tactics?

What is your goal?
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